ANSI Homeland Security Standards Panel Charter

Mission:

The Homeland Security Standards Panel (HSSP) is established under the sponsorship of the National Policy Committee (NPC) of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) to identify existing consensus standards, or, if none exists, assist the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and those sectors requesting assistance to accelerate development and adoption of consensus standards critical to homeland security.

Scope:

Catalog, promote, accelerate and coordinate the timely development of consensus standards within the national and international voluntary standards systems intended to meet identified homeland security needs, and communicate the existence of such standards appropriately to governmental units and the private sector.

Terms of Reference of Panel:
1.
Facilitate the timely identification, development, and adoption of standards responsive to the needs identified by the DHS.

2.
Provide a forum to bring together individual industries, standards developing organizations, and governmental units to define needs, determine work plans and establish priorities for updating standards or creating new standards.

3.
Solicit participation from homeland security-related sectors that have not traditionally participated in the voluntary standards system, and work cooperatively to achieve the goals of the DHS.

4.
Promote collaborative efforts between standards developing organizations to establish work plans, to develop joint and/or complementary standards to address a specifically identified gap, and to do so in a timely manner.

5.
As appropriate, coordinate with other national, regional, and international efforts addressing homeland security standards.

To facilitate these efforts, the Panel will:


· Identify and propose changes to ANSI procedural requirements which may prevent the timely adoption of needed American National Standards.

· Establish and maintain a database of homeland security standards, accessible from the Internet, and capable of generating updates, alerts, and reports.

· Make widely available the results of the Panel’s work.  Special efforts will be made to make identified standards known to US state and local governmental units.

Panel Members:  
Open to all directly and materially affected US-domiciled parties.  

